
























It was Father Walsh who introduced the outdoor procession for · Corpus Christi, with 
Benediction celebrated on a temporary altar on the lawn. The procession returned to 
Church through the front door of the Church for the final hymn. It was an impressive 
ceremony appreciated by the people watching from the pavement. 

About this time the first amplification system was installed in the Church. 

In November 1963 Father Walsh moved and Father Tom Maudslay came to be Parish 
Priest. 

********** 

PARTC 

Father Maudslay replaced Father Walsh at a time when the early recommendations of the 
Second Vatican Council were being published. Priests were encouraged to implement 
them as soon as possible and the accent seemed to be on congregational participation as 
much as possible. This meant that the duties of altar boys would now be the 
congregation's responsibility. Thus, for "Dominus Vobiscum''; the congregation replied 
"Et Cum Spiritu Tuo". . 

Later, English became the language of the Mass and so a further change took place. In 
response to "The Lord-be with you", the congregation replied "And also with you". 

\ 

For those running the Piety Stall it became very difficult, as prayer books became 
obsolete very quickly and had to be removed at a considerable cost. . 

More changes were to follow, as the laws of fasting before Communion were modified 
and receiving the host in one's hand was also permitted. 

Indeed it was a difficult period for the priest; however when Bishop Dwyer of Leeds 
paid a visit in 1964 he was very impressed by the progress made. 

On 31 March 1965 Father Maudslay celebrated his Silver Jubilee as a priest. 

Much more work had to be done in implementing the recommendations of Vatican II. 

Now, however, a further problem arose. Rising inflation began to bite into the Church 
finances creating a situation that needed urgent attention. Recovery was going to be a 
slow process. 

On Maundy Thursday in 1969 the Queen was distributing Maundy money at Selby 
Abbey. Churches were asked to give names f elderly people and Mrs Mary Morriss~y 
was the person who went from Our Lady's. These recipients were allowed to have 
someone accompany them and as Mrs Morrissey did not want to cJ::i.oose one family 
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member over the others of her family, she asked a friend, Mrs Margaret Snowdon to go 
with her. Father Maudslay also went with them to the Abbey. 

Not long afterwards, in April 1969 Father Maudslay was transferred to Seacro:ft, his place 
being taken by Father Patrick Kelly. 

********** 

PARTD 

One of the first tasks Father Kelly had to face on his arrival at Our Lady' s Church was 
one of Finance. To increase the income of the parish he decided to re-launch the Tote­
Double. This he did with great success. 

In keeping with the newly prescribed liturgy of Vatican II, thought had to be given to the 
re-forming of the sanctuary, so accordingly in July 1970 Messrs. Weightman and Bullen 
were engaged as architects, with Mr. C. M. Vis as project architect, to carry out this 
work. 

The main altar was removed from the rear of the sanctuary and a pedestal was positioned 
below the crucifix as a stand for the tabernacle. A new altar was positioned at the front 
of the sanctuary. The ai-ea was recarpeted by Whitby Oliver. The overall cost was about . . 
£1,000. ' 

The re-formation of the sanctuary was ready for_ the 1970 Christmas Masses. A solemn 
blessing followed later by the Rt. Rev. Gerald Moverley, Auxiliary Bishop of Leeds. 

Due to the increase in the use of the car, it became obvious that a car park was necessary. 
In November 1971 York City Council sold a strip ofland 10 feet wide and the full length 
of the west side of the church for £100. 

Ben Jackson and Son constructed the car park at a cost of £691.lls.0d. This included 
two floodlights. 

Now a new problem had arisen. On 2 February 1971 England adopted the decimal 
system for the calculation of its currency. This meant that the pound now consisted of 
100 new pence against its previous 240 old pence. Prices began to rise, with the spiral of 
prices overtaking wages, causing inflation. This brought about a further drain on the 
finances of the Church. 

A plot of land had been obtained near to the Church as a site for the new parish centre. 
In order to finance this project, Father Kelly called upon the parishioners to invest 
whatever they could afford, on an interest free six-month term, into the parish. The 
response was astounding. It was repaid to the investors on the day promised. 
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In February 1977 a meeting was held in Our Lady's School, when Father Kelly 
announced that the new parish centre was to be built. 

On 1 April 1977, just four years after having celebrated his Silver Jubilee in 1973, and to 
the great sorrow of the whole parish, Father Kelly died. He was 53 years of age. · 

Father Kelly's Assistant at this time was Father Anthony Wilson, who had only come to 
Our Lady's in August 1976 and it was his first appointment. He had been ordained at 
Sheffield in July 1976 and therefore he was a very young priest to be faced with such a 
very traumatic situation. Father Kelly' s death occurred two days before Palm Sunday, 3 
April and the beginning of Holy Week. 

For such a young priest this alone would have been a formidable task, but to also have 
much of the responsibility of arranging the funeral of the Parish Priest brought out all his 
finer qualities. However, he did receive considerable support. 

On Monday evening, 4 April, the body of Father Kelly was received into Church. A sung 
Mass was celebrated, after which the coffin was opened and the parishioners filed past to 
pay their last respects to their beloved priest. 

On Tuesday 5 April a Requiem Mass was celebrated with the Bishop of Leeds, the Rt. 
Rev. Gordon Wheeler as Celebrant. After Mass the coffin was carried out of Church to 
the music of 'O Danny13oy'. 

\ 

The body of Father Kelly was flown back to Ireland accompanied by Father Wilson and 
the housekeeper, Peggy McGee. 

Father Wilson returned to Our Lady's Church to celebrate the Easter Triduum, beginning 
with Holy Thursday. 

Father Wilson continued by himself until 21 April 1977 when Father Anthony Wilkinson 
was appointed Parish Priest. 

********** 

PARTE 

Father Wilkinson came to Our Lady's from St Thomas Church, Hebden Bridge, after 
having spent the early part of his priestly vocation from 1961 to 1966 with other priests 
of the Leeds Diocese, working with the "Padres de San Columbano" (The Columb~ 

· Fathers) in Peru. He had great allegiance to_ this mission and he instituted the monthly 
collection for their benefit. Father Wilkinson had a very useful medical knowledge, as 
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his medical chest, containing many surgical instruments, proved. This knowledge he 
used in the mission field. 

In his first year at Our Lady' s, the new parish hall was built and proved a great asset to 
the parish. 

The Silver Jubilee of the Church was celebrated in 1980 with a special Mass, after which 
all those present received a souvenir card as they left Church. 

Shortly afterwards the Church received two awards of the Bene Merenti to 

• Mrs Margaret Snowdon for her work for the Church, including attention to the altars 
and for her floral decoration at all services and weddings, both at the School Room in 
Acomb before the Church was built and the years since, and 

• Mr Douglas Taylor for establishing the Music Group and for guidance in 
implementing the new liturgy (particularly the change over from Latin to English) as 
decreed by the Second Vatican Council. 

On another occasion Miss Nora Cooley was presented with the Leeds Diocesan Silver 
Medal for her work in Education. 

One of the highlights _of the choir's activities during this period was participating in a 
FloraVChoral Day at 'the Church of St Edward, King and Confessor, at Clifford. 
(Features of this church ire the tombs of the Clifford family in the crypt). 

The year 1981 came to a close with the news that the new boundary of the Diocese of 
Middlesbrough would include all York. 

An extract from the newsletter of January 1982 gave the following message from Father 
Wilkinson: 

"Thanks to the Social Committee, Bingo, the Tote Double and the goodwill of all 
parishioners, we are free from debt." 

When one looks at the achievements this parish had accomplished in such a short period 
of time (just 26 years), it is something of which the parish should be proud. 

Towards the end of January the Rt. Rev. Augustine Harris, Bishop of Middlesbrough, 
paid a courtesy call to the parish to welcome it into his Diocese. 

In early 1982 the parish celebrated its first Saturday Evening Mass. 

During the time Father Wilkinson was at Our-Lady's, a candidate for the priesthood from 
Ampleforth spent his final year of study at Our Lady's and Father Michael Willey was 
ordained priest, the first ordination at Our Lady's Church. The organist from Ampleforth 
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took over on the organ and played one of his own compositions as a tribute to the new 
priest. 

Father Wilkinson continued as parish priest until 13 July, 1984. 

********** 

LATER YEARS 

PARTF 

Father Michael Ryan replaced Father Wilkinson on 13 July 1984. He came from St 
Joseph's Church in Clifton, York. 

In 1988 a young student preparing for the Anglican Ministry, Christopher Simmonds, 
chose to spend his final year of training in a Catholic community . . Our Lady's was 
chosen for him and he soon established himself in the parish. He was ordained Vicar at 
York Minster at the end of his training. Father Ryan attended his ordination. 

The Lectern Frontal cloth, often seen in our church "We being many are one" was a gift 
made by the Rev, Chris Simmonds for our church. 

In June 1991 Father Ryan celebrated his Silver Jubilee as a priest. It was a joyous .... 
occasion for everyone .. ' \. 

The pipe organ in the church required a major overhaul during 1986, but the cost would 
have been prohibitive, and so it was agreed that a good quality electronic organ would be 
a better proposition. ''Plenton Gem" was purchased and duly installed in the 1990s. 

During this period it was discovered that the .church needed to be re-wired. It was also in 
need of decoration. 

This was considered to be an ideal time to update the sanctuary and so a consultant was 
employed to plan the work to be done. 

About this time, June 8, 1994, a former Anglican Vicar, the Rev. William East, arrived to 
spend two years in preparation to being ordained a Catholic Priest. 

At a later stage, work began on the church, but being used at weekends for normal 
services, it took rather a long time being completed. However towards the beginning of 
1999 the work was completed and it can be said that the re-ordering of the sanctuary had 
brought about a total transformation of the Church's interior. 

The sanctuary floor had been extended into · the body of the church by as much . $:c 3 
metres and the altar rails had been removed. -, 
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An altar, tabernacle and statue of Our Lady had been recovered, with permission, from 
the redundant church of St Patrick in Hull. These were incorporated into Our Lady's 
Church. The altar was placed in the usual position for the main altar. The tabernacle was 
situated in the side chapel for private devotion (formerly Our Lady's chapel), whilst the 
statue of Our Lady was placed at the back of the church in a new position, which had 
been tastefully prepared, for it to become a place of prayer. The original statue of Our 
Lady was given to St Joseph's, Green Hammerton. 

A new marble ambo (Lectern) had been ordered, together with a new Celebrant's chair to 
match the altar. These arrived later. 

The lighting system and the heating system had also been updated and the church was 
then decorated throughout. 

One of the main facets of the theological line of thought which required 'Re-ordering' in 
the first place was to produce a church interior, where nothing hindered, but everything 
helped, to ensure that both priest and people could be seen to be united in their 
participation in the solemn and sacred liturgy of the Church. This had been achieved in 
our church. 

During this period the Rev. W. East had been helpful to Father Ryan. Therefore it was 
with great joy in the parish when, in March 1996, the Rev. Bill East and the Rev. Ross 
Thompson were ordained Deacons in St Wilfrid's Church. On 8 June 1996, the Saturday 
after Corpus Christi arid also the feast of St William of York, Father William East and 
Father Ross Thompson ·were ordained priests in Our Lady's Church by Bishop John 
Crowley. 

Father East continued at Our Lady's until 1 September 2000 when he was transferred to 
Pickering to become Priest in Charge of St Joseph's Church. 

To coincide with the alterations to the Church, it was decided that a purpose built room 
would be erected on the south side of the church, between the church and the presbytery, 
with access from both, to enable morning devotions to be celebrated without using the 
church. It would also be available for meetings and small groups. 

It is octagonal by design, without a central supporting pillar, and it can accommodate 
about 50 people. There is a statue of Our Lady of Walsingham in a prominent position in 
the room and also, there are two illuminated pictures produced and presented by Veronica 
Cruwys (nee Sharp), one on the wall near the doorway, which is a tribute to Father 
Patrick Kelly. An extract from Revelations Ch.14 v.13 is contained in the picture 

"Happy are those who die in the Lord - now they can rest forever after 
their work, since their good deeds go with them." 

-
The other picture on the wall behind, and to the right of the altar, is a tribute to Our Lady 
and the boy Jesus. The prayer surrounding the Mother and Child is 
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"Queen of Heaven, Star of the Sea 
Pray for the Wanderer, Pray for me. 

The room is affectionately known as "The Father Kelly Room." 

In September 1999 Father Ryan, now Canon Ryan, became Parish Priest of St Wilfrid 's 
Church in York and Father Patrick Smith became Parish Priest of Our Lady's. 

Canon Ryan is currently one of three Episcopal Vicars of the Diocese of Middlesbrough. 

********** 

PARTG 

Father Smith replaced Canon Ryan in September 1999 and brought with him his faithful 
dog, Tara. He came from a seafaring family. One of his distant relatives was Captain 
Smith of the ill-fated S.S. Titanic, which sank. in 1912. Together with Father East they 
continued at Our Lady's until 1 September 2000, when Father East was appointed to St 
Joseph's Church at Pickering, leaving Father Sinith as the only priest at Our Lady's. By 
now a newcomer had arrived. Tara died and Cormac became the new sentinel of the 
presbytery. 

Obviously more responsibility would rest with the laity to assist Father Smith in the 
administration of the par.ish. On those occasions when the priest was unavailable, the 
weekday Mass became a Service of Word and Communion. 

Social activities became very much a laity arranged function, but this situation had the 
desirable effect of more and more parishioners becoming involved in the parish events. 

A Sl}ccessful Michaelmas Market in 2003 raised over £1,000, but to offset this a stolen 
car was reversed into the car park gates, and the repair bill was about £1,000. The car 
park, having been in use for 30 years or so, was showing signs of wear and so a major 
repair exercise took place. At a cost of about £16,500 it was re-surfaced and lined into 
spaces for cars to park. 

October 7 of this year was a very important day for 26 young people of the parish. At a 
special Mass they received the Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop John Crowley or 
Canon Michael Ryan, who assisted the Bishop. A reception was held afterwards in the 
Parish Centre. However, Bishop John had a further appointment that evening and so was 
unable to attend. Canon Ryan stayed for a while and was able to meet many of his 
friends from this parish. 

• -
The year came to a close with the usual Chri~tmas Services which included a Unity Carol 
Service on 28 December. However Saturday, 27 December would be remembered as the 
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day the Saturday evening Mass in Our Lady' s was discontinued. This was due to the 
necessity of priests being available to cover for other parishes, if required. 

The new Mass times for 2004 would be Sunday morning at 9.30am and Sunday evening 
at 5.00pm, with Mass at St Joseph's, Green Hammerton on Saturday evening at 5.30pm. 

In 2004 Father Smith took an early vacation, which meant that the parish was without a 
priest for two weeks. The mid Sunday was covered by the priest from English Martyrs, 
whilst during the week Morning Prayer was followed by a Service of Word and 
Communion which included the receiving of a host which had been consecrated at a 
previous Mass. This service became the responsibility of a Leader, Reader and a 
Minister of Communion. They responded with great dignity, which was much 
appreciated by the well attended gathering. 

Whilst Father Smith was at his previous church, The Sacred Heart in Redcar, a young 
man, Simon Broughton used to assist on the Altar. Therefore it was with joy that Father 
Smith was able to invite Simon, now a fourth year student at Ushaw College, to spend the 
month of July, 2004 at Our Lady's Church to enable him to obtain experience in 
parochial work. On Sunday 11 July at the 9.30am Mass, Simon gave his first homily to 
the delight of the congregation. 

Simon enjoys Gospel songs and for relaxation the Classics (Bach, Mozart and 
Beethoven). 

I 

On his departure, Simon expressed the desire to return to York in the future to see his 
many friends. 

Recent Government regulations made it necessary to update the toilet facilities in the 
Parish Centre for the use of disabled people. Certain windows had tci be replaced and the · 
floor had to be repaired. This would take place in the autumn at a cost in the region of 
£1,300. 

As the year 2004 drew to a close, thoughts turned to March 25, 2005 (The Golden Jubilee 
of the Church). Due to the fact that the date is also "Good Friday", the celebration of the 
Jubilee has been taken forward to Saturday/Sunday, April 16/17. 

Before we concentrate too much on the future, it would be wise to pause for a while, and 
reflect on the past. 

In the Middle Ages Mary held a special place in the hearts of the people of York. The 
Abbey was dedicated to Mary, as also were ten other places of worship in the city. 

In York Minster the Lady Chapel was situated in front of the East Window. Next to it 
was the Chapel of St John the Evangelist. In'''the South Transept there is a Chapel to Our 
Lady and St John (The relationship between-··Our Lady and St John is described in John 
19 V. 23 to 27). 
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In those days two High Masses were sung every day in the Minster. The second one, 
sung by the Choir Boys and Men, was always in honour of Our Lady. 

So with these thoughts to guide us, and Mary to give us courage, the parishioners of Our 
Lady's Church can look forward with confidence to the future. 

********** 

IN CONCLUSION 

Pope Pius XII (1939- 1959) was devoted to Mary, the Mother of God. It was he who, in 
November 1950, proclaimed the dogma of the bodily Assumption of the Virgin Mary into 
heaven. 

Four years later he declared that 1954 would be dedicated to Our Lady and it would be 
declared 'The Marian Year', it being the centenary of the proclamation of the dogma of . 
the Immaculate Conception, on 8 December, 1854 by Pope Pius IX. Throughout the 
country parishes began to plan ways of celebrating this great occasion. 

During the Marian Year a new church was being built in Acomb at the junction of 
Comlands Road and Gale Lane. 

\ 

Meanwhile in London · a · great pageant was being planned to take place in Wembley 
Stadium. 

Due to the fact that the feast of "Our Lady of the Rosary" (October 7) fell mid week, the 
pageant took place the preceding Sunday (October 3) and this Sunday was named 

· "Rosary Sunday". It was a magnificent occasion performed in the presence of the 
Archbishop of Westminster, His Eminence Cardinal Griffin. 

As the Marian Year came to a close, the church in Acomb was almost completed and it 
was dedicated on March 25 1955 (the feast of the Annunciation of. The Lord) by the 
Bishop of Leeds, John Carmel Heena,n. 

This was a great blessing on the new parish in Acomb. 

To have a church built during the Marian Year of 1954, and dedicated on such an 
important feast day was . unforgettable, but the climax came with the dedication of the 
church to OUR LADY. 

• 
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ASSIST ANT PRIESTS 

Priests recently ordained would usually spend a period of time with a Parish Priest in 
order to gain experience in parochial work. 

Due to the shortage of vocations to the priesthood there are fewer new priests available, 
so very few parishes now enjoy the luxury of an assistant. 

Those who have served Our Lady's are as follows:-

Father Dermot O'Connor, 10 September 1956 to April 1958. 
He was a young priest who was a great help to Father Ward in developing Our Lady's 
parish. 
He was presented with a motor scooter when he was replaced by 

Father Philip Kelly, April 1958 to 1963, who was a much more experienced priest. He 
became very involved in fundraising - particularly in Bingo which was very popular at 
that time. He was replaced early in 1963 by 

Father John Murphy, early 1963 - early 1970. Father Murphy came to Our Lady's 
from the Church of Christ the King in Leeds. He became very popular with the youth of 
the parish when, in 1964 he organised a weekly dance in the School buildings. This took 
place every Sunday e~ening from 7.00pm until 10.00pm, when popular groups from the 
North of England were engaged to play for dancing. Such groups as The Ouse Beats, 
The Mandrakes, The Cr6stas and the popular local group Gideon's Few were some of 
them. 

Admission was 2/- (lOp) or for special groups 2/6d (12½p). Refreshments were available 
at popular prices. Attendance ranged between 350 to 400 each night. These dances 
received a regular write-up by Stacey Brewer of the Yorkshire Evening Press. One of the 
groups who played at Our Lady's appeared on the BBC in "Hughie Green's Talent 
Show''. These dances continued until 1970. 

Father Murphy is also remembered as he, together with the Rev. G. Mountain of St Paul's 
Church, Holgate Road, co-founded the York Branch of The Samaritans in 1966. 

In 1970 Father Murphy was appointed Youth Director for the Leeds Diocese and returned 
to the Curial Offices, Leeds. He was replaced by 

Father Kevin Thornton, 1970 - 1976. Many of the recommendations of the Second 
Vatican Council were beginning to enter into parochial worship. Taking Holy 
Communion in one's hand was an early example. More singing of hymns was also 
encouraged - Father Thornton paid great attention to these innovations. Father Thornton 
was replaced by -
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Father Anthony Wilson in August 1976. It was his first appointment, having been 
ordained at the Church of St William of York, Sheffield. His stay in York has been fully 
recorded in the Chapter on Father Kelly. Father Wilson left Our Lady's mid-1979 to go to 
St Joseph's, Batley Carr, being replaced by 

Father John Berry, who established himself in the activities of the parish. He was 
present for the Mass for the Silver Jubilee of the church with Father Wilkinson in 1980. 
Father John left the parish in July 1982 to go to St Mary's Church, Bradford, from where 
he studied at Leeds University for his PhD. He served for a short while as Assistant 
Chaplain at Cambridge University. 
Father John, BA, PhD is now located at the Church of Our Lady of Victories, Keighley. 

Father Gerry Dasey came to Our Lady's Church in July 1982. This was his first 
appointment, having been ordained in June 1982. He recalled that, including Green 
Hammerton, five Masses were celebrated each weekend, as there was an evening Mass 
celebrated at Our Lady's Church on both Saturdays and Sundays. Sister Dominica of the 
IBVM assisted in parish work. Father Dasey left Our Lady's parish in September 1985 to 
take up an appointment at St Peter's Church, Scarborough as assistant priest until 1989 
when he was appointed Assistant Priest at the Church of Christ The King, Thornaby. In 
May 1993 he was appointed Parish Priest at Egton Bridge and Lealholm until September 
1995. He was then appointed Parish Priest at" St Augustine's Church, Redcar until the 
year 2000 when he returned to Scarborough to the churches of St Peter and St Edward, 
where he is today. 

Father Jerry Twomey replaced Father Dasey at Our Lady's Church and, together with 
Father Ryan they led Parish Renewal in the parish which took place over a weekend - a 
time of prayer and sharing. 

By now alterations were being introduced into the Church. The two confessionals were 
removed and a new room to the left side of the Sanctuary became the new Reconciliation 
room. The pipe organ was in need of a major overhaul and so, as a matter of cost, it was 
cheaper to buy a new electronic organ - this was considered adequate for our needs. 

Father Twomey was replaced by Father Eamon Kellegher in April 1989. His stay was 
short and he was replaced by Father Terry Dougherty in 1990. 

Much work had to be done in preparation for the Re-ordering and decoration of the 
Church and it was a help to Father Ryan to have Father Terry as his Assistant. 

Father Ryan spent some time on his own after Father Dougherty left. In June 1994, the 
Rev. William East came to live in the parish, although he was not ordained until June 
1996. Father East's stay in Our Lady's Church is reported more fully in a previous 
chapter. 
Father East was not replaced and in the latter years the Diocese has looked at the 
twinning of parishes and the re-arrangement of Mass times. 
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THE CLERGY 

Parish Priests 

Father Edward Ward 
Father Leo Walsh 
Father Tom Maudslay 
Father Patrick Kelly 
Father Anthony Wilkinson 
Father Michael Ryan 
Father Patrick Smith 

Assistant Priests 

Father Dermot O'Connor 
Father Philip Kelly 
Father John Murphy 
Father Kevin Thornton 
Father Tony Wilson 
Father John Berry 
Father Gerry Dasey 
Father Jerry Twomey 
Father Eamon Kellegher 
Father Terry Dougherty 
Father Bill-East 

1954 - 1958 
1958 - 1963 
1963 - 1969 
1969 - 1977 
1977 - 1984 
1984- 1999 
1999-

OUR MISSIONARY PRIEST 

Born 

Missionary Oath 

Ordained Priest 

Father John Morrissey, "M.Afr." 

11 May 1932 

2 July 1957 

7 May 1958 

First Mass Celebrated at Our Lady's 10 May 1958 
A very happy event for his parents and seven 
brothers and sisters. 

Father John died on 2 May 2002 aged 70 years . 
• 
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MINISTRIES WITHIN THE CHURCH 

The Altar Servers, a group of young people (both boys and girls), ably coached by the 
M.C. Angela Clarke, together with the Readers and Ministers of Communion, assist the 
Parish Priest in the celebration of the Liturgy. 

Music for these celebrations is provided by a group of organists and cantors, jointly 
guided by Jean Gargan and Nan Saeki. 
A small music group is also available for some special occasions. 

To bring both spiritual and material welfare to those in need, the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society operates in the parish - a work which is so important, but often goes by 
unnoticed. 

Other ministries include Liturgy of the Word for Children, Sacramental Preparation, · 
Welcomers, Flower arrangers, Liturgy Preparation and of course . those people, the 
"Hooverettes", who keep the church so "spic and span". All those who care for the 
church in any way share in the ministries. The Missions are also supported by the parish. 

There is an Ascent Group which meets every month at Our Lady's. Ascent is a 
movement in the Church for those in their middle and later years. 

The Gift Aid Scheme, whereby tax paid on Church collections can be reclaimed from the 
Exchequer, is in opera:tion at Our Lady's Church. Monies paid must be by either direct 
debit or by the envelope \nethod, in order that accurate accounting may be possible. 
Janet and Barrie O'Neill attend to this ministry. 

A Finance Committee exists in the parish. Tom Healey looks after the accounts and a 
team of counters and bankers help each week with the collection. 
A Parish Council meets every 6-8 weeks. 

The parish looks outwards to the other Churches in the Acomb area and inter-Church 
activities take place with York Council of Churches. 

A Social Committee organises events, including Quiz Nights, Barbecues and other get­
togethers. Tea/coffee is served by a team of volunteers after the Sunday morning Mass 
each week and there is a book/multimedia stall every month in the Parish Centre. 

Activities for young people include The Rainbows, The Brownies and Parents and 
Toddlers Group. 
Other activities include the Keep Fit Class and Line Dancing. 

Surely all have one thought in mind- .. 
"Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam". 
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